- 


a 
= ty Fu 419% 
Do, NO. 1750 Page one ’ 


ee = 


A FACTUAL ACCOUNT OF JULY 7th INCIDENT 
By Genorai Ching Ton-Chun 


(Formerly Mavor of Peiving and concurrently Vice-Commander of 
the 29th Army. At present, Vice-Mininter of Military Operations) 


1. PROLOGUS 


A. The Political and Military Condit‘ons in Fopei and Chahar Provinces 
Prior to the War of Resistance. 


l. Political—Zefore the Incident of July 7th, the Hovei-Chahar 
Political Council vas the responsible institution in charge of political 
affaires in Hopei and Chahar Provinces. General Sin Che-Yuan was the 
Chairman of the said Council, being avpointed bv the Fational Covernnent. 
The Council had jrrisdiction over Hooei and Chahar “rovinces and ( 
Peining and Tientsin mnicivalities. General Feng Chi-An and General 
Liu Ju-Ming were the Governor of Hopei Province and Chahar Prout ice 
respectively. I, mveelf, was then Mavor of Peizinz, while General 
Chane Chi-Chunz, who later fell gallantly for the country ac Commander- 
{n-Chief, was then Mayor of Tientsin. r 


Since their costless invasion of the Chinose Vorth-Sasterf three 
Provinces, followed by the invasion of the Jehol Province, and the 
battle of the Great “all, the Japanese aggvessors considored all 
these Provinces in North China are something that could be very easily 
taken ovor. Peiving anc Tienbsin, therefore, became the front line 
of national defense. However, all the volicier of the local authorities 
in Hesei, Chahar, Peiping anc Tientein were formulated and carried 
out in conformity with instructions and laws proclained by the National 
Governrent. For example, the election of representatives of tae 
seoole's Congress, the concentrated military training of al) college 
students, wer: considered by tae Javanese aryrenscrs as measures in- 
consistent with the status of soecial area. Repratedl, Japanese 
opened negotiations and interfered with such aéninistration, but. all 
the ineucementa and threate failed. Finally they resorted to the 
military aggression on July 7th, 1937. 

3. M4litary--In Norta China, the 29t» Aray was the main force, 
which nad its garrisons all over “opei, Chaar, Peiving anc Tientsin. 
At the time of the Incicent, the 37th Div‘ sion under the comand of 
General Fonz Chi-An was stationed in the euovron of “aiping, nanely, 
YanmYuan, Peiv-Zuan, Si~Yuan, Luloiochiao Marco Polo Bricze), Chan- 
Sin-Tien, and Paoting. The 38th Division under the command of General 
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Chang Chi-Crung was stationed at Tientnin, Young-Churg, Langfang, Chuan- 
Liag,Chen, Taku, Tang’, and alenz the Tientsin-Pukov Railway such as 
Ma-Chan ané Taanzchov,. The ladrd “ivinion vader the command of General 
Liu Ju-Ming wae atationod in the Chahar “rovince, at Ealzan, Vhang-Pei, 
Chai-Kuo-Pao, Yenz-Chinz, Nankow, cte. The 132nd Liyision uncer the 
command of General Chao-Tonz-Yu was anread over the southern part of hopei 
Province, nanoly, Ta-ldinzg, Ho-Chion, “nion-Hnien, Jon-Chiu, otc. 
Iuknochiao (Marco 7olo Bri¢ge) where the Incident of July 7th 
broke out, in situatod adout 20 Li southwent to the Caanr-Yi Gato of 
Potoing City. The District Yovernment of tho Wan-?ing heien was at the 
east of the bricgs. The city of Yan-Ping was not large. Both inside 
and outside of the city of Yan-Pins wore cuarded by troops of the 37th 
Division. Thin placo, being on the main communication lino west of 
Peioin,;, was stratorically vory isportant. Javanese forces, stationed at 
Fengtai, cad repeatedly demanded. the withdrawal of the Chinese garrison 
from thie placo, and alvro from Chan-Sin-Tien. All th2ae domands were 
rofusec. bv our side in unmistakeable torres. In tho winter of 1936, 
Jajanene intended to reinforce thoir garrison force, and vlannod to build 
barradks and airficld in tho area detwoon Fongtal and Likuochiao (Marco 
Polo Sricse), in order to control comoletel: Yorth Chine. In svite of 
thoir efforts in rovoatod nogotiations, wo refreod then in severe wordings. 
Thus fruetratod, Japanoce chancod thoir tactics. They attompted to 
lay their hands on the local inhabitanta by inducinz and threatening them 
to lease or sell the lancs voluntarily to the Janancre. But, according 
to the report of Comminsioner Yang Leng-Chai, “ho governed that area, the 
local residents had no intention to mare or to°B01l tho’ lands celonging 
to ther. Tho residonts made sworn ntaterants to that offect and athenti- 
cated there atatenonts with their finger »orints. One «av, HAS-INOTO, tho 
Chief of Staff of tho Janancse Garrison Forces in ‘orth China, Wachi, 
and some othor Japanore officors callod on mo ané again reouested to buy 
these lands, They armed that the local inhabitants cerired to lease or 
6011 voluntarily, yat it could not be realizec, a: .arontly cue to the 
ox0sition of the Government in orth China. ver yaplvy was that, no right 
of land in anv country could bo frevly loased or snol¢c. to foroigners. If 
we anked for a leare or surcharo of lane in tho vicinity of Toko, could 
that de allowad >y vour Yovornront. In the least minicun, landed provorties 
owned by orivate vcrsona who onjoy ownorship of savch oroodorties could not 
be disposed of by tie Government at will. Since you asserted that tho 
renidents were willing to sell thoir lands, what was the vroof of thin 
asvortion. HAS-IMOTO countered by Comandine us to produco proof of the 
unwillingness to lance or ge. their lands on tho vart of tho rosicents. 
voon this I produced tho sworn statemonts of the residents authonticatoad 
with thoir finger prints and forwarded to me by Commirsionor Wang, to the 
effoct that they would not soll any land. KASHTL.OTO and other Jaoancse 
officers, won secing those docunente, could not sav anythinz. “his 
episode which brought diszrace and ancer to thon rust have o ditteroed then. 
From that timo on, under tho »rotext of ,aneuvore thor hoved to invade and 
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occupy Wan-Pine City by Catching us unorepare’. Tlie was the immediate 
Cause leading to the outbreak of the Incident. 


5, Stazes of Javanese Aggressions 


1. Alienation are Sstrangecont--Tho Jesnnere a-tompted to alienate 
anc. estrange the local authorit‘es in Yorth C-ina frum the Central Govorne 
ment by inducencnt and by threat honins thorot- te a: Rintograte and’ estroy 
6ovarato arcas ono after anothor, *ho nun Tova attimoetes they made 
Could be ewemod up an inducerort by bribery arc threat by force. All 
thone attomte, nowever, wore not with flat rofvnal fiom the local authori- 
ties, Their conesiracv could DY no moans be roalizec. Thin wes the 
first stace of enemy azwronnion in Nort: China, a voriod =unning rougnly 
from tho Autunn 1935 to tho Sumnor 1936, 


2. Econozici-onopolre-*h 5 Japmaeo hoved to attne’s xcononic nonopoly 
uncor tho mar'c of frioncehio and fratornigeti nand tno watchword, 
"oovality and rociprocity." The coner-t.. domanca made br thom wero: 
a. To construct a Taan>-Siib Snailwar (hotwoon Teanschow mnc Shih-Chia- 
Cawanz, voth in Routherr xopei), b. To devolsy the Lunz-Yon Iron Mines (in 
Caahar ?revico), end c. To roviso iaritime Custom Tariffs at Tientsin, 
in such a way as to raise tariffs o: Diropoan and arerica conunoditias, 
anc to lowor tariffrm on Javanono conzocition. 

All thera domands, tho accontiwnco of whic? world impair tho sovoroignty 
of Chins, vor> flatly rofusod. Tals was tao sacond starz of Japanoso 
A, rossion in north China. “he poriod covered ran roughiy from the Sumner 
1936 to the Spring 1937, 


3. Threat dy amood Forcos--Aftor roaliz’ng thet elionation, estranso- 
ment, and attomots to attain Oconomic monozoly asd al fmilec, the Javancso 
finally decidcd upon tareat ov armed force. *her hoved to reach thoir 
s0al without fishtine. at the Sesinning of tha Lukmechiao (Marc> Polo 
Sridge Incident), Japanese had no antic!vaticn otacr than Chinese sub- 
misnion after a blow dealt to the Chinoso by troir conparatively snoorior 
forces. Thar anticivato® that sopei, Shans:, Shantung, Chakar, and 
Dueivuen Provinces could thus bo turnod into a rozion of special status 
(for tho irvort of the wore "epecial", goo translator's note 1), thus 
realizing tho second steo in tza stan of Con-ral TANAVA for tho conaucsat 
of the whole woré, They never theught that, at tho call of our avmrone 
leader, all Chinors woulé rire and tale uo the “ar of Rosistenco on all 
fronts. As to the crewn-out ‘nr of Rersiatancs over long, lon period, 
an’ the fact that wo rover wavored ell tho war throwth, was evon moro 
vnoxrpoctod br the enerz. 
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11. FACTUAL ACCOUIT OF TRE INCIDENT. 


#¢ 0010, in tho evening of July 7th, 1937, I roceived a rovort fron 
tho “o00i-Chahar Foreicn affairs Commission, which atated that the said 
covmission had received a toleshons call from MATIUI, tho Chief of the 
Japganoso Special Survico Board, savinz: "One comoam of Javanese troops, 
in night manouvor in tno vice nity of Lukaucsino (larco Polo Sridce) just 
a whilo aso, soomed to have aoard a fow enn shote firod dy soldiors of the 
3?ta Division of the 29th Arn etastoned tn the city of Yan-Ping. *he 
an shote trougat sone confurnion of the trowes in manouvor. as a result 
of the roll call, ona Janoeneno noldior war found. to bo minsins. Taoanore 
troops Genanded to ontor ane rnorrch tho city of Wan-Pinc this vor’ evoning. 
The said commission asked inatructions br tele»hone an to how to coal 
with the situation, I innodi atoly ropliod that Jaoanone troons, manecuvorin 
in Chineso torritory at thoir own will, were in violation of intornational 
law. oithor hac. thor notif‘od ur in advanca, nor had thoy obtained our 
sermission. Tho Chinono Govornnent hae no rosponaibility whateoover for 
tho allosed miscins soldior. Svon if it ia trvo that a solider was 
really missinz; we shall ordor tho Chinono troova atationcd at Lukouchiao 
(Marco Polo Er‘é7c) to conduct a norrch for tuo Jaxmoso soldier on our 
own behalf in converation with local »olico’? rcos. ix instructions woro 
tranenktted to the Japanese by tho Zonoi-Yhacer Poreien Affaire Commiasion. 
Soon thoronaftor, tne anid commission agein bolophonod re and roported 
that aftor transmission o° tho roply, doth tro Jasaneso Special Sorvice 
Board and the dapanore troova wore not aatisifioc. The dananove insintod 
on conducting a scarch in tho city by forco. If rofuser, they decidod 
to encircle tho wallod cit‘. I azain inmméciately rovdiod that in case 
of such unreasonablonens on tho sar; of Janenono, go violont and dardarioue 
wo, for tho sake of self-defonso, could onl telco the course of renolutse 
roristance. Thon I called on Revinont Co; -anésr Chi; Sin-Wen ovor tho 
tel shone. At that tivo, ono dattalion of tho racinent under his comand 
wae in charge of sarrison ¢cutios at Luluochiro, whilo othor two dattalions 
anc. his Ryviment Koaconarters worse at Chan-Sin--ion, I asked. Commander 
Chi whether his reizment had manouvorad ton: tht. Oni ropliod in tho 
nogativo. I asizod Aim whothor there wore anv Jaoinose troops manovvoering 
in tho vic nity of Lukuochiao (Marco Polo ir:¢so). Chi roplicd that ho 
had recoivee. no such information, but that he would inmedistoly sencg out 
nis mon to invostizate, Thorsuyon, I inforned him the negotiations 
Oratween the Javenoso and us, ane orderod him to send at once abdle men to 
proceed, toward the ciroction of Fengtai, to dotoct vossible Japeose troop 
movenenta. On tho other hand, I oréor ¢ by teloohone, Co: nisstoner Yanz 
Lun-“hai, who was concurrentl: tac “aciatreto of “an-Ping “sion, t» 
investigato anc to r-sort on tio manouvoring of Janunese trooos and whother 
any Jaoanoes2 soldior war missinz, Soon, I recsived a telophono call fror 
Commander Chi, who revortod that, according to the ro-oort of tre officer 
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Gispatched towards the direction of Fengtai, about a battalion of 
Jaoanene troops with six pieces of artillery, was now advancing from 
Fengtai towards Iukouchiao (Marco Polo Brido), and whether there was 
any reinforcen nts following this colunn had to await further detection. 
“hereuoon, as the Vice-Commanéer of tho 29th Army, I innediately ordored 
Reginent Commander Chi to well guard the city of Wan-Ping, that not a 
single Javanese soldior wma to be allowed to come in, that not a single 
inch of territory was to be allowed to lose, that in virtue of our respon 
sibility an soldiers, to ward our territory, the Wan-Ping city would 
be, in caso of necessity, tho most oreciourn and clorious craveyard of our 
ranks and files, that we should sharo the ano fate with the city. f 
they did not opon firo first, wo shuld not first ovon fire uoon then. If 
they should first oven fire, wo wore sure to doal thom fatal blows. 
After having ny order, Chi sont anothor battalion to onforce the guard at 
Iukouchiao (Marco 2olo Bridgo), and he himself lod the battalion thers to 
reinforce the dofonse. At the samo timo, Commissioner “anc Lun-“hai 

came to Peiping to report in porson tho factnal result of his investiza- 
tion. So, ! sent Cormissionor Wan:, together with Wei Tsunz-Han, 
Commissioner of Foroign Affairs of Hooei-Chahar “rovinces, Lin Ken-Yu, 
also a nerber under é ‘red seioner Woi, and Chou Jun-Ye, Chief of Commni- 
cation Section, of the Pacification Hoadquartors, to negotiate with MATSUI. 
At 0500 in the morning, succossive r-portn informed me that Japanese 
troops had come to tho odgo of the city and dorandod tho ontry of the 
city by forco, that wo had to vorepare for the defense on the one hand and 
to try to ato» thoir entry by nogotiation on the othor. Tho Javanese, 
realizing by that tine that thoro was no hovo for thom tn take the city 
of Wan-Ping without fighting, finally oncircled it on three sides, Our 
forces put up defense works on the walle. Abound 0600, enemy machine 
gun fire began to attack the city, and onomy forces came towards it. 

hie was the very beginning of the Sino-Japanose war. and the respon- 


sibility of tho Incident wae also definitely fixed (upon Javan). 


Hostilitics on the 8th and 9th of July wore heavy, and Japanes 
suffored many casualtios. Tho railway bridge leading to Chan-Sin-"ioen 
was occupied by Javanese in tho morning of the 8th, and on the same nicht, 
two companies of Chinese troops, each soldior equipped with a pistol, a 
sword, and four hand grenades, movod up stoalthily. Thoyssvudentiv 
attacked, when they avproached the bridge head. “he eneny, about a 
company strong, was surprised and most of thom were killed. Japanese, 
seeing that they were sufforing setbacks, seit MATSUI and others to me on 
the following day, and asked for negotiation. I had foreseen their 
intention before they came, so I refused them. Soon theroafter, they 
‘Came azain and exolained the intention of truce, adding that tho missing 
soldicr hac already been found, so that a ooaceful settlement would be 
feasible. We began to discuss and, as a result, decided on three con- 
ditions: (a) All military actions should cease on both sides, (bd) Troops 
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of doth sidos should rotmrn to their oricinel positions, and (c) the 37th 
Division which ontertains more hostile foelin<n a -ainst Javan, should 
be rerlaced by some othor unit of the 2°ts arcry for tho defense of Wane 
Bin: City. 4n underatancin= war also reacsed that voth sides should 
refrain from coveloving nencefp! \ch incidents of similar nature. Yet, 
these eondit’ons wors nothinany Jepanero tactica to colav and thus to 
sain tire, Utdligine ths breathing ayace, unita of tho Kwantuns Arny 
were sent to Poivin: and Tiontsin eres, for attack, We Getected thoir 
conspiracy, and had to order hartily the Div‘sion under the command of 
Gonoral Chao stationod in ja-ming and Ko-Chton in southorn hox0d to 
eroceed. ty Poinin=. At that tine, tanoral Sune Cho-Yuan was on leave 
town in Shantung, After my repoatod telowrans 
a‘kins for hia rotur:, he arrivod in “eipine on the lath of July, We 
Ciscussee stratozien ang Dolicios, War asain drove out on the 14th, 
and mor intonsified than bornro. Evoy Cav, onom snelled tho Wan-Pins: 
city ov artillory, to cover the acvance of their infantry, tut wero all 
repulsed by cur army. On the 22th of July, onemy airslane, in reconnaliasn. 
ance over tio feinine-Baning hishvaya Ciscovoréd that our troops of larzo 
nunbers were advancin,; northward, and the snearhond had already arrivod 
at sanyuan. On tho 26tn of July, Japanore handed un an ultizatun to 
tse effect that the 37th Division to witserawn from tho Psipin- area 
Within 24 hours, failin- which they would atinc’ us by leree forcor, 
To dofend oursolvor, we attacked immediately on the 27th oneny treoos 
at Fen sati ard in the vicinity of Imimochian (Mares Polo Srituse). In 
the sane evenin.:, we killed avite A nunder of Jaoanere at Fentai, ro- 
capturod the vost flank and the souta fianic of Fongtai, ané pressed on 
near the enomy headouartera there, XATSINI, Seiji, the Yaoane-e 
Co.nandor in Catef, ordorod Javanese roinforco.ents from Tungchow and 
Tientein, with strong caiionent and nore tan 3C airolanes, to mako an 
onblaweht. Tn tre early norning of the 28th, the enemy with the 
conbined forces of the lard and air, fiorce'y attneed Man-yuon with all 
thoir etronc’s, Larze scalo nostilition G@. veloved with hoav-- casualties: 
unorecedented since tho outbreak of the incident. around 2 2.mM., nost 
Te:retfully, Genoral Chao func-¥u, Division Conpandéor, Gonoral Tung Ling. 
You, Vice Arny Commanéor, wore both Idllee in acticn, asvalties reached 
nore than 5,000 inclucins doth donc and woundod amon our officers and 
s0lciors. 

Soma tine beforo this, r-voatce telocransa fron our Suoreme Comandor 
(Gonoralinrino Chian-) orgor a@ Gon ral Sun:, Chairman of the Hoved- 
Chahar folitfcal Council to procood to Pantin; (in southern 3apoi) 
any to direct overatione fron ther. Genoral Suns now acted as cirected 
by these ordera, I self wont t+ Paotin: with hin in the nicht of 28th. 
Consideradlo succoss was axered by tne Chinoso forcos in Tientsin.. who 
made thoir attacks bravely on tro 29th and 30ti of July. Subdseane tly 
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thoy aleo evacuated accoréins to orders roceived, They fell dack to 

the south of Tieriein «loons the “dontain-Puk w Auilway, while other troops 
wero jut up aioiz the Peiping-Eankow Railway. In ciore collacoration 
petwoen oach other, they began to engage themselves in long-torn 
Reniotance aveinst ine cnony. “hia wae what happened during the 
Lukoucaiaa (Marco Polu Bridze) Incident and the War of Resistance thero~ 
aftor. 


Leading Jeoanese officern who instigated thie Incident wero: 


KATSUKI, Seiji, Vormandor in Chiof of tho Jenanose Garrison Forces 
in Ticntsin 


KAWAZE, Soiso, Srigadieor Sormandor 
MUTAGUCEI, Ronva; , Serinent Commandor 


SAKAI, Takashi, Ex-Chicf of Staff of tho Jaomneso Garrison Forcos 
in Tiontsain 


but the instizator at the very becinnine of Jananovo accressirn in 
north China was DOEIFASA. Kenji, the same man wholinsticated the “ukdan 
Incident of 18 Smterbvor 1931. “11 shone mon should be hold responeible 
for the war of afcresuton. An to tho narcotic policy an¢, various atrocities 
cormitted in enery %cewoied arens, which according to reoorte from all 
sides, were intensified as time wont on. Much to my regret I could not 
produce( definite and stronz ovicenses for there activities and atrocitios 
since I had left for operations alont Poipin-Hankow, Peipins-Taning, and 


*“sontein-Pukow Railway lines, 


CHING Teh-Chun (soalod) 
Formerly Mayor of Poigin:: and Concurrently 
Vico-Commander of tho 29th arry 


At present, Vico-Ministor, Ministry of bilitary Opora- 
tions 


‘ 


I horeoy certify that the above statonent was made in Chunexing by 
Genoral Vain: Tah-Chuns: on this tayy formerly sayor of Pcoidin= and cone 
currently Yice-Cormander of the 29th Aroy; at orosont, Vice-hinistor of 
the “inietry of Military Ooeratinns. , 

\ Lin Tine-Pine (scaled) 
Assistant “iroctor, Bast Asiatic Suroau 
Ministry of Foroign Affairs. 


Date: 2 Avril 1946, Chungking 
} 


